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along been a single state divided into auto-
nomous and mutually conflicting units. At no
time was the essential unity of the German
people destroyed. Even in the period of poli-
tical decentralisation, between the Treaty of
Westphalia and the North German Confedera-
tion, the national unity of Germany found a
shadowy expression first in the Holy Roman
Empire and then in the loose federalism of the
constitution of 1815. In the same way during
the last 130 years the political unity of India
has been practically effected. A federal con-
stitution in India would merely involve the
formal ratification of existing conditions, neces-
sarily accompanied by the creation of appro-
priate institutions.